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Thisbookwehavethehonortoprefaceisasubstantialcontributiontothediscipline.
Itdealswithbothanimportantandcomplexsubject.Thiscomplexityoccurs—asitisalwaysthe

case—ineverythingrelatedtolanguage,Linguisticsingeneralandtheapplicationofresearchonlan-
guagesincontactandtheneedthateveryhumancommunityhasoflanguages.Thisbookhasthegreat
meritofinterdisciplinarityandcomprehensivetreatmentoftheissue.Languageingeneralandevery
languageinparticular,neitherindividuallyconsiderednorasawhole,shouldbeviewedasabstractentities
lackingofthebasicfunctionalitythatconstitutestheiressence;theyareakeytoolofcommunication,as
wellasofthecollective(andpersonal)identityofthecommunitythatspeaksit,whichevenconfersthe
consciousnessofbelonging(toagroup)andeventheveryexistenceoftheindividual.Historybegins
withwriting,andHumanitybeginswiththedevelopmentoflanguage.Infact,thewaytheNeanderthal
Manhasbeenperceiveduntilrecentlyischanging,sinceitseemsthathewasendowedwiththecapac-
ityoflanguage,ofspeaking,ofcomplexcommunicationand,resultingfromthis,ofabstractreasoning.

ItisnotamatterofinvokinghowtheBookofGenesisbegins,buttakingintoaccounttheconsider-
ationsaforementioned,logos(theWord,language)isattheoriginofHumanity.Itisofsuchimportance
—eveninbiblicalterms—that,alsointheOldTestament,oneofthepunishmentsHumanityreceives
isthedestructionoftheTowerofBabelandthe(linguistic)chaosarisingfromit.Divineretribution,
onthisoccasion,isthefactthatthebridgesofinterlinguisticcommunicationaredestroyed.Itwouldbe
withtheNewTestamentandwithPentecostwhenwearetold—atleastintheChristiantradition—that
languages,polyglotism,respectandknowledgeoflanguages,canbuildandwidenbridges.

Whatthisbookisaboutisnotaminorissue.Thisbookreachessuccessfullyandpreciselyitsgoal
withastrategicvisionbasedonbuildinginterdisciplinarybridgesfromabalancedtriangulation.Ithas
15chaptersdividedintothreeparts,whicharethefollowing:

Section 1:TheoreticalApproachestoBridgingtheLanguageGap
Section 2:DigitalCompetenceandEmergentTechnologies
Section 3:InternationalExperiencestoBridgingtheLanguageGap

Thebookprogresseswithasereneandfirmrhythmfromthetheoreticalfoundation(Section1),fol-
lowedbytheattentiontohowmuchInformationandCommunicationTechnologiescanprovide—and
notonlyprocessing“musculature”,butalsotoenhanceknowledge—(Section2)andtheanalysisof
(innovative)experiencesintheinternationalarena(Section3).
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Theeditorsofthevolumehavealsoestablishedasereneandadequateorderinthesequenceofthe
chaptersineachmainPart.Thus,inSection1,inChapter1,“CLIL,BilingualEducationandPlurilit-
eracies:BridgingtheLanguageGapintheKnowledgeSociety”(MartínezSerrano)isaddressed;from
where,inChapter2,theimportanceof“PreservingtheMotherTongueofEnglishLanguageLearners”
(Acosta)isanalyzed.InForsuchpurposesitisimportanttonotneglecttheculturalcomponent,which
maybeatthebaseoftheintensification(asaneffectorasacause,orasacatalyst)of“LanguageGap”.
ThisiswhatChapter3dealswith:“LanguageGap:CulturalAssumptionsandIdeologies”(Kuchirko
&Nayfeld).Finally,inChapter4,“EnglishasaLinguaFrancaApproachestoBridgetheGapbetween
TheoryandPractice”(Rahal)isaddressed.

Section2startswith—Chapter5—theanalysisof“ImprovingTeachers’DigitalCompetence to
BridgetheLanguageGap”(Caravello,HuertasAbril&GómezParra).Itisimportant“toexaminethe
digitalskillsthatforeignlanguageteachersmusthaveinourglobalinterconnectedsociety,andtheways
inwhichtheycanacquirethem”—astheauthorssay.Chapter6discussesthebenefitsof“Bridgingthe
LanguageGapwithEmergentTechnologies”(Figueroa).Chapter7,“AProposalofEvaluationCriteria
fortheQualityofESL/EFLWebsitesforAutonomousLearning”(AguayoArrabal&RamírezDelgado),
dealswiththerequirementsofwebsitesforautonomouslearningoflanguagestobeeffectivefortheusers.
InChapter8,“TELL,CALLandMALL:ApproachestoBridgetheLanguageGap”(PalaciosHidalgo),
thesocio-economicchangesaffectingtheworldthathaveprovokedthedevelopmentof“languagegap”
areaddressed.Finally,Chapter9discusses“SocialMediaSupportandtheNeedofCounselingfrom
ExpertsinAutonomousLanguageLearning:ChallengesandStrategiesforthe21stCentury”(Gómez
Parra&HuertasAbril).

Section3establishesawell-roundedinternationalkaleidoscope,withattentiontobothcontrast/contact
languages,theintegrationoflanguageteachingtakingintoaccountpersonal-sexual-genderdiversity,the
contrast/bridgeoflanguagesinspecificuses(economy)andtheroleoftheinterpreter–incarnationofthe
languagebridge–inarmedconflicts.InChapter10,theimportanceof“MakingLanguageLearningMore
Inclusive:IntroducingRubricstoAdultStudentstoImproveWrittenPerformance”(BobadillaPérez&
LucíaFragaViñas)isaddressed.Chapter11focuseson“DealingwithLanguageGapinaHungarian-
EnglishEarlyChildhoodClassroom”(Csillik&Golubeva).Chapter12providesadeepinsightinto“An
ApproachforProvidingLGBTI+EducationandBridgingtheLanguageGap:IntegratingESoPCinto
EFLTeacherTraining”(PalaciosHidalgo).Chapter13addresses“BeyondtheEnglishDivideinSouth
Korea”(Martinez-Garcia).Chapter14discusses“ThespellinggapinEnglish:Economyofrulesand
resolutionofpuzzles”(Achiri-Taboh).AndfinallyChapter15teacheshowtodo“InterpretingtoBridge
theGapsinWarConflicts”(RuizMezcua&ValverdeFerrera).

Thisisabookwithaveryweightedinternationalparticipationamonguniversitiesandorganizations
specializedinlanguage(teaching):

UniversityofCórdoba,Spain
UniversityofACoruña,Spain
UniversityPablodeOlavide,Spain
UniversityofNorthCarolina,USA
BrooklinCollege,CityUniversityofNewYork,USA
Aix-MarseilleUniversity,France
Mnemosine,Italy
TexasWoman’sUniversity,USA
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NYCDepartmentofEducation,USA
UniversityofMaryland,BaltimoreCounty,USA
HankukUniversityofForeignStudies,SouthKorea
UniversityofBuea,Cameroon

Therefore,thisbook(itseditorsandtherespectiveauthorsofeachchapter)isinnovativeandprovides
theknow-how(asitistheresultofgreatknowledgeofthesubjectbyitsauthorsandpublishers)togive
usrolemodelsforfutureresearch.Thisbookbecomesareferenceworkinthefield.

Rosabel Roig-Vila
Instituto de Ciencias de la Educación, University of Alicante, Spain

Vicent Martines
ISIC-IVITRA, University of Alicante, Spain
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