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INTRODUCTION AND OBJECTIVE OF THE BOOK

Efficientinstitutionalarrangementsandthesustainableutilizationofnaturalresourcesareessentialfor
achievingsustainabledevelopmentinAfrica.Consequently,Africancountrieshavebeenpursuingsome
developmentagendastowardsachievingeconomicgrowth-likeVision2030ofAlgeria,Kenya,and
SouthAfrica.Thesecountry-specificdevelopmentagendaareintandemwiththeAfricanUnion(AU)
Agenda2063andtheUnitedNationsSustainableDevelopmentGoals(SDGs).Thisbookfundamentally
assessesandevaluatestheinstitutionalarrangementswithinwhichAfricancountriesarepursuingtheir
respectivedevelopmentagenda.Institutionsgenerallyentailformal,semi-formalandinformalframe-
workforsustainableandinclusiveeconomicgrowthasithelpsinthecoordinationofinterrelationships
amongeconomicagents(Beecroftetal.,2020;Egbetokunetal.,2020;Karakara&Osabuohien,2020;
Olakojo&Onanuga,2020;Osabohienetal.,2020;Osabuohien,2020).

EventhoughtheWorldDevelopmentIndicatorsandAfricanEconomicOutlookshowthatmanyAfri-
cancountriesperformedlowerthanotherdevelopingcountriesintheglobalsouth,researcheffortshave
highlightedfactorsresponsiblefortheloweconomicdevelopmentinAfrica.However,thevitalprocess
ofbuildingviableinstitutions-toserveasthefulcrumformanagingAfrica’sresourcesandpromoting
sustainableeconomicgrowththatisinclusive-isyettobeunraveled.Thisistheobjectiveofthisbook.
ThechaptersprofferpotentialactionablesolutionsforAfrica’sdevelopmentalchallengeswithrespect
tosustainableandinclusiveeconomicgrowth.Itisavalue-addingparadigmtotheliteraturethatwill
beusefultostudents,academics,policymakers,internationalorganizationsanddevelopmentpartners.

HIGHLIGHTS OF THE CHAPTERS IN THE BOOK

Thechapterscontainedinthebookarebroadlydividedintofourthematicareasdubbedsections.They
include: Institution,GovernanceandAfrica’sDevelopmentAgenda;Finance, InclusiveGrowthand
Development;AgriculturalDevelopmentandFoodSecurity;aswellasSustainableResourceDevelop-
ment,EnergyandEnvironment.

Thehierarchicalstate-ledmodelofgovernanceusedtoaddressglobalpolicyissuesisapparently
inadequateforsustainabledevelopment.So,OluwaseunOguntuasediscussestheconceptoftransnational
governanceofsustainabledevelopment,focusingontheUnitedNations2030AgendaandAfricanUnion’s
Agenda2063inthefirstchapter.Subsequently,inthesecondchapter,AlhassanKarakaraandEvans
Osabuohienemphasizetherelevanceofinstitutionalframeworkthatoffersmechanismsforresourceand
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environmentalmanagementonenvironmentalpollutionandtheunsustainablenatureofinstitutions.In
thechapterthatfollows,AdemGӧkundertakesananalysisoftertiaryschoolenrollmentratesandhow
theyareassociatedwithcorruption,comparingEuropeanUnioncountriesandAfricanUnioncountries.
Thesustenanceofeducationinthefaceofcompetitivepressuresrequiresthatlearningstrategiesequip
studentswithrelevantlabourskillsfortheworldofwork.

Therolesofinstitutionalsettingsinrenewableenergydevelopmentandtheeffectsofrenewableen-
ergydevelopmentonforestcoverchangesinSub-SaharanAfricaisexploredinChapterFourbyEvelyn
AnyokwuandChigozieNweke-Eze.Theslowbutpersistentgrowthinrenewableenergycontribution
tototalenergymixcanbecreditedtogeneralimprovementsininstitutionalreformsandframeworks.
IbukunBeecroft,EvansOsabuohien,IsaiahOlurinola,UchennaEfobi,andStephenOluwatobipenin
ChapterFivethechannelsthroughwhichinstitutionscaninfluencetheprocessofeconomicdevelopment.

Economicdiversificationisarecipeforachievinginclusivegrowth,andtheroleofinstitutionsin
strengtheningtheprocessofdiversificationcannotberuledout.Thus,AmakaMetu,ChekwubeMa-
dichie,UchennaAnyanwu,ChrisKaluandOkezieIhugbaexaminetheroleofinstitutionsinfacilitating
economicdiversificationtoachieveinclusivegrowthinChapterSix.Furthermore,NaserNuruandHay-
elomGereziherapplytheCholeskyidentificationschemetoexaminetheeffectsoffinancialdevelop-
mentinanopeneconomyinChapterSeven.Meanwhile,sincepovertyisnolongerfashionable,inthe
eighthchapter,theoriesonpovertyareevaluatedbyOpeyemiAlukotoidentifyhowtobreakthecycle
ofpovertyinAfrica.ActualizingsustainabledevelopmentinAfricawillrequireenormouseconomic
resources.Thisimpliesthatthereshouldbeaclearprioritizationoffinancingoptionsonwhatworks
bestforthecontinent’sdevelopment.UchennaEfobi,OluwabunmiAdejumoandSimpliceAsongutake
stockofthesefinancingoptionsinChapterNine.

Takingthediscoursefurther,AbbaBarnabeexaminetheeffectofmigrantremittancesonfinancial
inclusioninAfricainthetenthchapter.WhileMsafiriNjorogeclarifies,inChapterEleven,howtrade
policiescouldbeemployedtopromotetheinclusivenessofthetourismsector.Thechapterconcludes
thatuntillocalcommunitiesareallowedtoparticipatefullyintourismactivities-eitherthroughsupply-
inggoodsandservicesordirectemployment-inclusivenessoftourismbusinesscannotbepractically
realized.Itisnotablethatjob-hoppingbetweenformalandinformalsectorsrepresentsanessentialdriver
ofwelfareandproductivitychanges.Consequently,SolomonOlakojo,OlaronkeOnanugaandAbayomi
OnanugawritethelastchapterofSectionTwoonpatterns,formsanddriversofinformality,inaddition
tofactorsthatdeterminehoppingbetweenformalandinformaljobs.

Theagricultureindustryisdependentonweatherandclimatetoproducefoodandfibernecessaryto
sustainhumanlifeinmanyAfricaneconomies.So,thethirteenthchapter,byZerihunAmare,dwellson
climateadaptationforcropproduction,predictabilityofweatherconditions,andtheeffectofclimate
changeonland,waterandtemperature.Tofurtherhighlighttheimportanceoflandtofarmersinagri-
culturalproduction,AbiodunObayelu,KamiluBolarinwa,andOlalekanOyekunleapplyacombination
ofmethods-expository,comparativeandcaseanalysis–inthefourteenthchapter.Theiranalysisand
findingsshowedthatlandissuesaredelicate,demandingcarefulattentiontoavoidsocialorpolitical
conflicts.Thestudyconcludesthatpoliticizationoflandisasignificantcauseoflanddispute,butwith
goodlandgovernance;landpolicyreformbecomeseasiertoimplement.

GalinomaLubawaanalyzestheimportanceofbusinessplanningforfamily-ownedfoodprocessingSmall
andMediumEnterprises(Fo-SMEs)inChapterFifteen.Itdemonstratestheestablishmentofan“integrated
planning”strategytolinkFo-SMEswithagovernmentsupportsystemforsustainablebusinessdevelop-
ment.TheproductionoffoodismajorlyaruralactivityinAfrica,butthedemandandconsumptionoffood
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cutsacrossbothruralandurbanareas.Hence,inChapterSeventeen,AyobamiPopoola,YamahAdeyemi,
FemiOni,OdunayoOmojola,BamijiAdeleye,SamuelMedayeseandOjomaPopooladiscusstheneedfor
rural-urbanmarketlinkages.AmadouTandjigoraassessestechnologicalinnovationsingeneralandmore
specifically,theuseofinformationandcommunicationtechnologiesinagriculturewhileNyanjigeMayala
writeonfindingthebalancebetweeninfrastructuredevelopmentandagriculturalsupportsothatthetwo
cansupportindustrializationprocessinChaptersSixteenandEighteen,respectively.

Sustainablefoodsystemscontributetoaddressingfoodsecurity,povertyalleviationandeconomic
growth.Therefore,OlubunmiAjayi,ScottBaumandCordiaCh,inChapterNineteen,discussafood
wastereductionprogrammodel,designedtodelivereffectiveresponsesthroughrelevantinstitutions.The
chapteridentifiessignificantpolicyopportunitiesforfoodwastemanagementstrategiesandfoodwaste
guidelines.Thetwentiethchapter,byAlexisBeyuo,engagestheladderofparticipationasaframework
toassesshowknowledgeco-creationbetweenlocalfarmersandagro-technocratsfromnon-governmental
organizations(NGOs)isassociatedwithfarmers’environmentalconsciousness.Localpowerholdersare
knowntoperpetuatenon-participationinthemanagementanduseofforestresources.SamuelMedayese,
HangwelaniMagidimisha-Chipungu,AyobamiPopoola,LovemoreChipungu,andBamijiAdeleye,in
ChapterTwenty-One,makeachronologicalreviewofinclusivenessinurbandevelopment.

JoséVargas-Hernández,inthetwenty-secondchapter,focusesontheimplicationsofthetransition
ofecosystemservicesforurbanagroecology.Theauthorproposesthatatransitionfromtraditionaland
industrialagriculturetowardsurbanagroecologyisinevitabletoimproveecologicalandenvironmental
services,economicefficiency,socialequityandjustice,aswellasenvironmentalsustainabilityofcities.
ChapterTwenty-Three,byEnochKosoe,AlexisBeyuoandReginaldAddy-Morton,extensivelydiscuss
thebenefitsofcommunityparticipationandtheimpedimentsoflackofcommunitycooperationinforest
reservemanagement.Inthelastchapter,ChigozieNweke-Ezeassessestheimplementation,experiences
and impactsofneoliberal electricity-sector reforms inSub-SaharanAfrica. In sum, it identifies the
reasonsforthepoorperformanceofthereforms,weakinstitutions,andnon-existenceofunhampered
competitionamongplayersintheregion’selectricitymarkets.

CONCLUDING REMARKS

Consideringthechapterscontainedinthisbook,researchedareasandrespectivecaseshavecontributed
toenhancingexistingliteraturebyresolvingthechallengesspecifictotheattainmentofsustainableand
inclusiveeconomicgrowthinAfrica.Thebookpointsoutsomedevelopmentchallengesandproffers
recommendations for sustainable, inclusivepractices thatwould lead toprosperity in thecontinent.
InstitutionalframeworkhasvaryingeffectsindifferentsectorsacrossAfricancountries,butthebook
advocatesthatstronginstitutionalframeworkisrequiredforAfrica’stransitiontosustainableandinclu-
siveeconomicdevelopment.

ThereistheneedforAfricatodiversifyitseconomiesandcreateeffectiveinstitutionstoparticipate
moreactivelyintheinternationalpolity.Effectiveinstitutionalframeworksshouldbesuchthatencour-
agethecitizenry(particularlyfemaleandyouth)to:participateandco-manageprojectsinallsectors;
ensure investment inclimate-smartagriculture,energyand infrastructure forenvironmentalquality;
andallowtheadoptionofadvancedinformation,communicationandtechnologyforeconomicstability
purpose.Thiswouldensureaninvestment-friendlyenvironment,resultinginmorejobs,betterwages
andimprovedstandardoflivinginAfrica.
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