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ABSTRACT

ThroughthecooperationwiththeEvergreenEducationFoundationintheUnitedStates,theTongwei
rurallibrarynetworkhasbeensetupandacooperationservicealliancebetweenapubliclibrary
andschoollibrarieshasbeenbuilt;usingprojectfundingbyEvergreen,itreachedouttothelocal
communities,andmeanwhile,itcarriedoutsmallprojectstoenhanceitsservicecapacity.Through
participationintheEvergreen-sponsoredinternationalconferences,training,andprojects,librarians
haveimprovedtheirservicecapabilitiesandsharpenedtheirawarenessoflibraryservices.Based
onthelocalculturalcharacteristicsanduserneeds,andfundedbyagrantfromHangzhouLibrary
Foundation,TongweiCountyLibraryhasestablishedareadingroomasaspacewherepeoplecan
readcalligraphyandpaintingmaterials.Inaddition,itcarriedoutspecialcollectionsservices,shot
thedocumentaryfilm“AutumnStory,”andheld“Tongweiimpression.”Itisthefirstcountylibrary
toachievemanagementautomation,andthenational-levellibraryinthefifthnationalpubliclibrary
assessment.
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INTRodUCTIoN

Tongwei is located in central Gansu, China, with a total area of 2,908.5 square kilometers,
administrating 18 towns, 332 villages, and 10 communities, with a total population of 405,100
(Tongwei County Editorial Committee, 1990).Locatedin thehillyandgullyregionof theLoess
Plateau,TongweiCounty’sarablelandamountedto183millionmu.Itis1,410-2,521metersabove
sealevel,withtheaverageannualtemperatureof7.5°C,andtheannualrainfallofabout380mm.
Withgullyslopesinitsterritory,itsufferedfromserioussoilerosion,frequentnaturaldisasters,and
mainlydroughts.Itsproductionandlivingconditionsarebackward,whichmeansitsurbanandrural
residentspercapitadisposableincomewas18,078yuanand5,289yuan,respectively,in2016,and
itisanationalpoverty-strickencounty.

Tongweihasalonghistoryandsplendidculture.SinceitwassetupasacountyinHanDynasty
(Year114BC),therehasbeenmorethan2100yearsofhistory.Theancientruinsandpotteryfound
intheterritorybelongto“Yangshao”and“Qijia”culture.Tongweiisfamousfor“thehometown
ofChinesepaintingandcalligraphyart,”“thehometownofChinesefolkart,”“nationaladvanced
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sportscounty,”“nationaladvancedgrainproductioncounty,”andtheBangluozhenconferencevenue
islistedinthe“100redtourism1classicscenicarea.”

TongweiCountyLibraryhasalonghistory.Accordingtothe“TongweiCounty”yearbook,its
origincanbetracedbackasearlyastheMingandQingDynasties.In1950,whentheculturalcenter
wasestablished, therewasa librarysetup in thecenter.The librarywasformallyestablished in
November1979,anditwasmovedintoitsnewbuildinginJuly2006.Itwasratedasthenational-level
libraryinthefifthnationalpubliclibraryassessmentin2013.TheLibraryhascollectedmorethan
130,000volumesofpublicationsofvarioustypes,including17,500electronicbooks,andmorethan
8,000ancientbooks;digitalresourcesamountto6TB.Thereare16workersinthecenter,including
threewithviceseniorprofessionaltitles,andfivewithintermediatetitles.Itsbooksareborrowed
upto110,000timesonaverageannually.Ithaswonsuchhonorarytitlesas“municipalmodelunit,”
“advancedunitinideologicalandmoralcultivationforteenagers,”“advancedsupportcenterofGansu
Province’sculturalinformationresourcessharingproject,”and“advancedunitofGansuProvince
publicelectronicreadingroomconstruction.”

Inthefifthnationalpubliclibraryassessmentin2013,ofthe98publiclibrariesinGansuProvince,
only11were ratedat the first leveland12at thesecond level (Ministry of Culture, 2013).The
TongweiCountyLibraryachievedsuchresultsmainlyduetoyearsofitssocialcooperationpractice.

oVeRVIeW oF SoCIAL CooPeRATIoN IN PUBLIC LIBRARIeS

Librarysocialcooperationisarelativelygeneralconcept,whichmeans,inthenarrowsense:the
variousformsofcooperationandco-constructionbetweenalibraryandothersocialinstitutionsand

Figure 1. Location of Tongwei County Library in China



International Journal of Library and Information Services
Volume 10 • Issue 1 • January-June 2021

50

individuals.Broadlyspeaking,itreferstothevariousformsofcooperationandco-constructionbetween
alibraryanditsemployees,readers,peers,andotherinstitutionsandindividualsinordertocomplete
theagency’sownresponsibilitiesandtasks(Li & Lian, 2010).Thesocialcooperationinthispaper
mainlydiscussestheco-constructionbetweenpubliclibrariesandnon-governmentalorganizations.

China’slibrariesandothersocialorganizations’cooperationcanbetracedbacktoasearlyas
1912.Mr.DeshengRong,apatrioticbusinessmen,donated tobuildChina’s first rural library—
WuxiDagongLibrary.Thenexttwoorthreedecadessawaboomindonationstowardconstructing
libraries(Qu, 2010).AfterChina’sreformandopeningup,libraries’donationcamemainlyfrom
compatriotsofHongKongandMacao,andoverseasChinesecitizensfullofpatrioticenthusiasm,
andmostofthesedonators’hometownsareinChina’ssoutheasterncoastalareas.Duringtheperiod
fromtheendofthelastcenturytothebeginningofthiscentury,China’spubliclibraries,especially
thoseincentralandwesterncounties,receivedwidespreadattentionfromallwalksoflife.Volunteer
organizationsandfoundationsweresetup,andevenspecialprojectswerelaunchedtosupportthe
constructionofvarioustypesoflibraries.ThefundersweremainlydomesticandoverseasChinese
citizensandcompatriotsofHongKong,MacaoandTaiwan.Therearesomeactive,relativelylarge-
scaleorganizationsandsomeprogramswhichhavehadacertainsocialimpact:TianxiaxiVillage
Community Library Assistance Program, Guanghua Public Service Project by China Guanghua
Foundation, China Mobile Love Library (Reading Room), Grass Park Public Service Library,
Mingshushe, Smile Library, American Evergreen Education Foundation, American Apple Tree
LibraryFoundation,BookProjectbyChinaOverseasEducationFoundation,HongKongZungFair
EducationFoundation,DreamCorps,ZigenAssociationinChinaforRuralEducation,LiKaShing
Foundation,ChinaSoongChingLingFoundation,theAMITYFoundation,theSOARFoundation,
C.W.CHUFoundation,AmericanFordFoundation,theEliteLibraryProjectbyHopeStacks,and
BeijingWesternSunshineRuralDevelopmentFoundationandPlanInternational(Zhou, 2008).

Theearliestdiscussionon“socialcooperation”intheChineseliteratureoflibrarymanagement
appearedonlyatthebeginningofthiscentury.InOctober2007,thesecondsessionoftheChina
LibraryAssociation“100Countycuratorforum,”andtheSino-GermanInternationalConference
inCommunityandTownLibraryConstructionandDevelopmentwereheldinChangshu,Jiangsu
Province. Individualsandnon-governmentalorganizationswhichcontributed to theconstruction
oflibrarieswereinvitedtoparticipateintheconferences.Forthefirsttime,thenon-governmental
organizationsactiveintheconstructionofthelibrarieswerepresentedtothelibraryindustryand
the“socialforcesinvolvedinlibrarybuilding”waslistedasthethemeofthethirdparallelsession.
In2008,China’s library industry announced the “LibraryServiceDeclaration” to thepublic, in
whichthelastentryclearlystated:“Librariansseeksincerecooperationwithpeoplewhoprovide
careandsupportforlibrariesbothatanorganizationlevelandatapersonallevel.Allsectorsof
societyareencouragedtohelpChineselibraries’developmentthroughinvestment,donation,media
promotion,volunteeractivitiesandsoontopromotethedevelopmentofChina’slibraryindustry.”
In2009,theAcademicCommitteeofLibrarySocietyofChinaestablisheda“ResearchCommittee
ofLibrary’sSocialCooperation,”whosemaintaskwasto“carryouttheoreticalresearchonlibrary
marketing,publicityandsocialcooperation,exchangeideasandpractices,andpromotecooperation
betweenlibrariesandpublishers,distributors,databaseproviders,governmentagenciesandallsocial
circles.”The Public Library Law of the People’s Republic of China(DraftforSolicitingOpinions)
publishedin2017,putforwardthegovernment-ledconstructionofpubliclibraries.Itisclearthat
thegovernmentplaysaleadingroleinlibraryconstructionandvariousinterestedparties,suchas
citizens,organizations,aswellascollegeanduniversitylibraries,andresearchinstitutions’libraries
areencouragedtoactivelyparticipateintheconstructionofpubliclibraries.Buildingalibrarybased
onsocialcooperationisgivenmoreandmoreattentionbythegovernment,whichprovidesfavorable
policiestotheconstructionofpubliclibraries.

China’slibrarysocialcooperationhasexperiencedmorethan100yearsofdevelopment,andhas
alsodrawnthegovernment’sattentioninmorerecentyears.Bothpersonsandnon-profitorganizations
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areenthusiasticaboutthedevelopmentofpubliclibrariesintheunderdevelopedareas.However,due
tolargenumbersoflibrariesinChina,andpersonsandorganizationsthatdonatetopubliclibraries
beingscatteredacrossChinathatareunabletoprovidesustainableassistance,thisleadstohaving
fewbestpracticeexamplessofar.

PRACTICe oF SoCIAL CooPeRATIoN IN ToNGWeI CoUNTy LIBRARy

Itisatthebeginningofthiscentury,themostdifficulttimeforthecountylibrariesalloverChina
thatTongweiCountyLibrarysoughtforsocialcooperation.IthasreceivedhelpfromtheUnited
StatesEvergreenEducationFoundationandHangzhouLibraryFoundation,andformedalong-term
cooperationrelationshipwiththem.Aftermorethantenyearsofdevelopment,themostbackward
region’slibrarylocatedinChina’swesterneconomyhasgrownconsiderably.

Cooperation With the evergreen education Foundation
TheAmericanEvergreenEducationFoundationisanonprofitorganizationfoundedbyDr.FaithChao,
andoverseasChinesecitizensin2001inSanFrancisco,California.Itsstrategicfocusisonenhancing
informationliteracyofruralpeoplebyprovidingassistanceinestablishingmodernlibrariesinrural
China,inordertoacceleratetheeducational,social,economicandculturaldevelopmentinthese
areas.WithitsmodelofbuildingChina’srurallibrarieswithinformationliteracyasthecore,the
EvergreenEducationFoundationreceivedthe“EducationforAll”awardatthe2004IFLAConference
bytheBill&MelindaGatesFoundation.In2002,theEvergreenEducationFoundationestablished
theChinaEvergreenRuralLibraryServiceCenter,responsibleforthesupportandcoordinationof
theimplementationofthelibraryprojectsinChina(Zhang & Zhou, 2010).

Setting up Tongwei Rural Library Network
In2001,TongweiNo.1MiddleSchoolwasidentifiedbytheEvergreenEducationFoundationas
oneofthefirstbatchofschoolstoreceivefinancialaid.Whiledoingwellintheserviceofteachers
andstudentsintheschool,theschoollibraryextendeditsservicetothevillagersthroughstudents.
Yetcertainlimitationswererevealed,suchasunprofessionallibrarymanagementstaff,inconsistent
servicetime,andunsatisfactoryliteratureresources.In2004,Prof.ZhengfuLiufromSanJoseState
UniversityandEvergreenFoundationcame toTongwei toguideandcoordinate thecooperation
betweenschool librariesandcountypublic libraries.TongweiCountyLibrarybecameoneof its
partners. The Evergreen Foundation provided a strong backup for the construction of Tongwei
CountyLibrary,suchasprovidinglibraryautomationmanagementsoftware,equippingtheLibrary
withcomputersandprinters,barcodescanners,andotherrelatedequipmentsothatTongweiLibrary
becamethefirstlibrarytoachieveautomaticmanagementamongGansuprovincialcountylibraries.
Takinggrass-rootsschoolsandgrass-rootstownsasthemainline,theTongweiNo.1MiddleSchool
LibraryandTongweiCountyLibraryestablishedMayingmiddleschoolcirculationstation,Tonghe
primary school circulation station, Yigang town circulation station, Changhe town circulation
station,andagriculturalparkcirculationstation.Theyformedjointservicemodelsofaschoollibrary
extendingservicestoruralprimaryandsecondaryschools,andacountylibraryextendingservicesto
thetownshipculturalstation.Thetwosidessharedresourcesandcomplementedeachotherinservice
spaceandhumanresources.Whatisparticularlyimportantisthatthroughschools,thelibraryservice
canbeextendedtothemostremoteruralareas.Thealliancemodelcreatedbyschoollibrariesand
publiclibrarieshasservedthelocaldifferenttargetgroups,andhadapositiveimpactonthelocal
ruralcommunity’seducational,economic,andculturaldevelopment.Thismodelhasbeenrapidly
promotedandreplicatedinotherareaswheretheEvergreenEducationFoundationprovidedfinancial
aidtolocalpubliclibraries.Atthe71stIFLAConferencein2004,themodeloftheconstructionof
rurallibrariesinChinapromotedbytheEvergreenwiththepromotionofinformationliteracyasthe
corewasawarded“EducationforAll”bytheBill&MelindaGatesFoundation.Mr.TuowenNiu,
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theheadmasterofTongweiNo.1MiddleSchool,receivedtheawardandmadeaspeech,“Evergreen
RuralLibrary”intheGeneralAssembly(Zhang & Zhou, 2010).

Providing extended Services to the Community
Providingpublicaccesstothelibrarycollectionsandpassingontheknowledgetoreadersis the
ultimategoaloftheEvergreenvillagelibraries.Aftercompletingtheinfrastructureconstructionand
networklayout,theEvergreenEducationFoundationfocusesitsworkonthetrainingoflibrarians
toimprovetheircapacitytoprovideinformationservices.Undertheassistanceandguidanceofthe
EvergreenEducationFoundation andwith its established regional librarynetwork, theTongwei
EvergreenVillageLibraryhasgivenfullplaytoitsowncharacteristicsandadvantagesinproviding
customizedinformationservicesfordifferenttargetgroups.Itcarriedoutinformationserviceson
agriculturaltechniqueandhealtheducationtomeettheinformationandculturalneedsoftherural
targetgroups,andpromotedtheregion’slibrarydevelopmentasawhole:

1. Biogaspromotionproject

In2008,undertheguidanceoftheEvergreenEducationFoundation,andwithfundingfromits
grant,theruralbiogaspromotionprojectwascarriedout.Inayear’stime,theschoolstudentswere
mobilizedtocooperatewiththecountyenergystationstopromotetheuseofbiogasinruralareas.
AseriesofpromotionactivitieswerecarriedoutsuchascompilingaTongweiCountyruralbiogas
usermanual,anessayandpaintingcompetitionwith“renewableenergyuse”asa themecarried
outintheurbanschools,thebiogaspromotiontrainingcoursesorganizedincooperationwiththe
CountyEnergyOffice,andusingculturalsharingprojectequipmentandlibrarycollectionsofbiogas
materialstopromotetheuseofbiogasinvillagesandcommunities.Throughpublicityandpromotion,
in2008,Tongwei’s“onepool,threechanges”biogasprojectcovering2,000householdsandwitha
totalinvestmentof7millionyuanwascompleted.Theprojectwaspartoftheeffortsofruralbiogas
constructiononthebasisofnationaldebtsbytheMinistryofAgriculture.TongweiCountyLibrary
playedan important role in thepublicitycampaigns for thesuccessfulcompletionof theproject
(Wang & Niu, 2010).

2. Healtheducationprograms

Healtheducationactivitieswhichwerefocusedonthehealthylivingoflocalpeoplewerecarried
outfromtheyearof2009.BasedontheEvergreenVillageLibraryNetwork,awiderangeofhealth
education and promotion activities were held. The campaign aimed to raise the local villagers’
awarenessofhealthcare,promotehealthylifestyles,andimprovetheirhealthlevel.Afterthreeyears
ofoperation,remarkableresultshavebeenachieved.TheEvergreenFoundationhaspurchasedhealth
booksandsubscribedtoalargenumberofhealthjournalsfortheproject,andhasputuphealthbook
shelvesintheCountyLibrary,theNo.1MiddleSchoolLibrary,communitylibraries,andcirculation
stations.Atthesametime,somemedicalandhealthexpertshavebeenhiredfromhomeandabroad
asconsultantstocarryouttheproject.Overthepastthreeyears,througheditingandreleasingHealth 
Digest,holdingavarietyofhealthtalks,andcarryingoutotherformsofactivities,TongweiCounty
LibraryhasplayedanactiveroleforthehealthylifeofthelocalpeopleofTongwei.

Carrying out Small Project Activities
Basedontheparticipationoflibrariestocarryoutprojects,Evergreenhasenhancedthelocallibraries’
servicecapabilities.Smallprojectsaredesignedtoattractreaders,improvebookcirculationrates,
andenhancethequalityofbasicservicestotargetpatrons.Theyaresmallinsize,shortinproject
cycle,smallinrisk,andeasytooperateandevaluate.Throughthecontinuousdevelopmentofsmall
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projects, theLibrary ismakingprogress towardanappropriateamountofcollections,andbetter
circulationrates,thuspromotingitssustainableandhealthydevelopment.Meanwhile,thedesignof
smallprojectscanbeflexibleanddiverseaccordingtolocalconditions.Throughtheimplementation
ofsmallprojects,theprojectlibrariesandtheEvergreenFoundationsharedacommonunderstanding
oftheconceptandoperationmodeofpubliclibraries(Zhang & Zhou, 2010).Foreachsmallproject,
Evergreenprovides5,000yuan,ofwhich3,000yuanisusedforthepurchaseoftherequiredbooksand
equipment,and2,000yuanisusedforactivitiessuchasprizeandtravelexpenses.Sincethebeginning
ofthelaunchofsmallprojectsin2009,TongweiCountyLibraryhasbeenactivelyinvolvedandhas
successfullyappliedfor19projectssuchas“Tongweipeopleforum,”“children’sstory,”“surfing
theInternetwiththeelderly,”“baby,pleasereadtheclassicbooks,”“childrenpaintingandwriting,”
“colorfuloilpaintingsticks,”“e-banklife,”“idiomstoriesforchildren,”“children’ssafetycommon
sense,”and“happyreadingguide.”Throughaseriesofreaderactivities,TongweiCountyLibrary
hassuccessfullybuiltitsbrandawareness,whichisreflectedintheincreasingnumberofreaders,the
improvedlibrarycirculationrate,andtheenhancedlibrary’sservicecapacity.

Conducting Librarians’ International Academic exchanges and Training
Inordertoimprovethequalityoflibrarians,andsharethenewconceptoflibrarymanagementand
innovativeservices,trainingandexchangeintheformofseminarsorinternationalmeetingswere
heldeachyearbyEvergreenasaspecialserviceforthecapacitybuildingofrurallibraries.Since
2003,Evergreenhasorganizedaworkshopeverysingleyeartodiscussthedevelopmentofrural
libraries;aninternationalconferenceoninformationtechnologyandeducation(ITIE)hasbeenheld
everytwoyears.Sofar,Evergreenhassuccessfullyheldsevensuchworkshopsandinternational
conferences(training&conference).

There are two or three hundred representatives participating in each international academic
conference,ofwhichabout100aretheEvergreen-fundedrurallibrariansandrepresentativeteachers.
Representatives and speakers are frommanycountries and regions, including theUnitedStates,
Europe,Singapore,SoutheastAsia,andChina’smainland,China’sTaiwanandChina’sHongKong,
most of whom are educators, researchers in library studies, and non-governmental organization
members.Theselectedtopicswerethehottopicsofthelibraryscience.Forexample,onJanuary4,
2015,ChinesePremierLiKeqiangvisitedChaihuoMakerspace2inShenzhen,GuangdongProvince,
toexperiencethecreativeproductsoftheyoung“makers”.ThePrimeMinisterremarked,“Makers
fullyshowthevitalityofentrepreneurshipandinnovationamongthepeople,andsuchcreativitywill
serveasalastingengineofChina’seconomicgrowthinthefuture”(People’s Daily, 2015).With
thePrimeMinister’svisitinShenzhen,thedomesticmakermovementflourished,andthe“maker
education”hasgraduallybecomethehottopicofdomesticindustry,education,andlibrarysectors.In
thiscontext,thethemeofITIE2016wasdecidedas“thecreativityofthelibrary.”Thismeetingwas
heldinfourplacesofShenzhen,Guangzhou,WuhanandBeijing,andhundredsofpeopleincluding
professorsofexperts,andwell-knownmakerspace leadersattendedthemeetingfromtheUnited
States,Britain,Denmark,Canada,SingaporeandChina’sPekingUniversity,TsinghuaUniversity,
theChineseUniversityofHongKong,WuhanUniversityandothercollegesanduniversities.Topics
wereextensivelydiscussed in theconference, suchas“creatoranddesigner’s space,”“creativity
in the library—space for everyone’s participation” and “space for students and educators.” This
meetingmadeclearthatmakeractivitieswillbecarriedinthefutureinthecollegesoruniversities
thatparticipateintheactivities.Thereweremorethan100participantsineachtrainingsession,and
thetraineeswereallrurallibrariansandteacherswhoweresupportedbytheEvergreenEducation
Foundation.Thecontentwasaboutthemostbasicskillsthatalibrarianneeds.Forexample,the2015
trainingwasmainlyfocusedoninformationresources,informationretrievalsystems,retrievalmethods
andmeans,andtheparticipantsalsohadaninternshipintheNationalLibraryofChina.Duringthe
14meetings,43people inTongweiLibraryattended,andtheyweresupportedbytheEvergreen
Foundation.Thetrainingandconferencenotonlyplayedapositiveroleinimprovingthequalityof
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librarians,developingtheirvisionandinnovatingtheirconcept,butalsolaidagoodfoundationfor
thedevelopmentofTongweiLibrary.

Social Cooperation Practice With Hangzhou Library Foundation
HangzhouLibraryFoundationisthefirstpublicfundraisinginstitutiontopromotethedevelopment
ofpubliclibraries.Itwasestablishedin2003.Themainpurposeistouniteandintegratethesocial
forcesinterestedinpublicwelfareundertakingsinthenewperiodandpromotetheHangzhoupublic
libraries.ItsprioritytouseraisedfundsistostrengthenthelessdevelopedareasintheHangzhou
urbanandruralcommunitiesinthepublicreadinginfrastructureinvestment.Meanwhile,itconsiders
thetrendofgrassrootsculturalundertakingsandprovidescountermeasuresfortheimprovementofa
grassrootslibrary(readingroom)networksystem,andestablishesanincentivemechanismtopromote
thedevelopmentofpubliclibrariesinHangzhouandthedevelopmentofitshumanresources.Where
conditionspermit,theFoundationalsosupportstheconstructionofpubliclibraries(readingrooms)
inlessdevelopedareasinvariousforms(Liang, 2013).

Creating Painting and Calligraphy Art Reading 
Rooms of Hangzhou Library Foundation
TongweiCountyhasalonghistory,richculturalheritageandtalentedpeople.Theaccumulationof
thousandsofyearshasformedauniquelocalculturethatadvocatesart,painting,andcalligraphyin
Tongwei.Atpresent,therearemorethan10,000peoplewhooftenpaintandpracticecalligraphyin
Tongwei,includingfivemembersoftheChineseArtistsAssociation,40membersoftheChinese
CalligraphersAssociation,73membersoftheProvincialArtistsAssociationand80membersofthe
ProvincialCalligraphersAssociation(Li et al., 2016).Duringtheslackseason,crowdsoffarmers
wholovepaintingandcalligraphywouldputdowntheirhoes,andpickuptheirpens;thereareartists
alloverthecountry,whosehometownisTongWei,whoaregoodatpaintingandcalligraphy.The
Tongweipaintingandcalligraphyculture,basedonpaintingandcalligraphycollectionandcreation
inapopularstyle,hasbecomeawell-known“Tongweiphenomenon.”Apaintingandcalligraphy
relatedmarkethastakeninitialshape,whichhaspromotedthedevelopmentofrelatedindustrieson
thecreation,training,mountingservice,tradingofpaintingandcalligraphyartworks.Atpresentthe
countyhas480galleries,120mountingservicestores,2,600paintingandcalligraphyagents,and
2.8millionpiecesofpaintingandcalligraphycollections.Thirteenregisteredrelatedorganizations
havebeenestablishedincludingtheassociationofgalleries,theallianceofgalleries,culturalindustry
association,collectorsassociation,wenfangsibao3association,educationandcalligraphyassociation.
Since2014,thecountypaintingandcalligraphytradevolumehasreached600,000pieces,andthe
transactionvolumehasreached1.9billionyuan(Li et al., 2016).“Tongweiphenomenon,”withthe
paintingandcalligraphycultureasacore,hasbeenwidelyrecognizedbyculturalandartscirclesfrom
Chinaandoverseas.China’sformerculturalministerWangMeng,writerJiaPingwa,andanumberof
celebritiesfromculturalandartscircleshavebeentoTongweitogivelectures,investigate,orexchange
ideas.JiaPingwawroteTongwei peopleinhisessay:“Inadditiontoattentiontoeducation,Tongwei
hasalsorespect to the text tosuchanextent that theircrazinessaboutcollectionsofcalligraphy
hasreachedanunimaginablelevel.”WhileinvestigatinginTongwei,ZhangXianliang,thefamous
writer,wrote“thebustlingworldisinChang’an,whilethescholars’worldisinTongwei”.Tongwei
haswonthehonorarytitleof“thehometownofChinesepaintingandcalligraphy,”“thehometown
ofChinesefolkcultureandart,”“thehometownofChinesecalligraphy,”“thehometownofChinese
poetry,”and“advancedcountyofcalligraphyandpaintingindustry.”

Inview of theunique cultural characteristics ofTongwei, theTongwei County Library has
longsetthegoalofbuildingcalligraphyandpaintingcollections.Butitisdifficulttoachievethe
goal,asthepriceofcalligraphyandpaintingworksisrelativelyhigher,andTongweiisoneofthe
main poverty-stricken counties, always relying on the county’s financial allocation to purchase
collections.SoseekingexternalsocialcooperationbecomesTongweiCountyLibrary’sonlychoice.
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OntheoccasionthattheannualacademicconferenceoftheLibrarySocietyofChinawasheldin
theLanzhou,GansuProvincein2007,TongweiCountyLibrarygotintouchwithHangzhouLibrary
Foundation.Afterseveralconsultationsandcommunications,HangzhouLibraryFoundationdecided
tocreateareadingroomofcalligraphyandpaintingmaterialsinTongweiCountyLibrary,andwith
anannualinvestmentof50,000yuan,thereadingroomisexpectedtohavethelargestcollections
ofcalligraphyandpaintingmaterialsamongthereadingroomseverbuiltincountry-levellibraries
inChina.InNovember2007,thefirstbatchofbookspurchasedbyHangzhouLibrarywassentto
Tongwei,includingatotal1520booksof1447varieties,mainlybooksonthetheoriesofcalligraphy,
andpaintingartandreferencebooks.TongweiLibraryopeneda120m2readingroom,andhadall
thebookspurchasedbytheHangzhouLibraryandallitsartbooksplacedthere.Thereadingroom
was named “Hangzhou Library Foundation painting and calligraphy art reading room.” Once it
opened,thereadingroomwaswarmlywelcomedbythelocalpaintingandcalligraphyenthusiasts
andtheyflockedtotheLibrarytoborrowbooks.Inordertofurtherimprovetheefficiencyofthe
useoffundsandbooks,inApril2008,theHangzhouLibraryFoundationsentZhuMing,delegate
oftheFoundationandgeneralmanagerofBeijingMeiyuanYilianArtsandTechnologyCo.,Ltd.to
Tongweiforasupervisedvisit.Afterdiscussion,theyagreedthatHangzhouLibrarywouldsendbooks
toTongweiintermsofthemeeveryyear.Soin2008,885varietiesof1,384volumesofreference
booksforthecollegeentranceexamforartweresent,coveringalloftheartcollegesandschoolsin
China.StudentswhocametoTongweiCountyLibrarytoborrowbookssaid,“thereferencebooks
intheLibraryarereallycomprehensiveandwecannotfindsomanyreferencebooksinthewhole
GansuProvince,nottomentioninTongwei.”TheItalianartmaterialssentbyBeijingYuanyiArts
andTechnologyCo.,Ltd.in2014totheLibrarywerejustimportedintoChina,andnotyetintroduced
intothedomesticbookmarket.Overthecourseof10years,theHangzhouLibraryFoundationhas
donatedmorethan11,000books,worthmorethan600,000yuan.Sofaraspecialcollectionsystem
withsignificantregionalcharacteristicsandadvantageshasbeencompleted.Inordertoimprovethe

Figure 2. Book donation ceremony
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specialcollections,TongweiCountyLibraryhasestablisheda“nationalpaintingandcalligraphy
albumdatabase”,and“paintingandcalligraphyworksmadebythosewhosehometownisTongwei.”

Shooting documentary Film “Autumn Story”
In order to fully reflect the fact that Tongwei readers have benefited from the reading room of
paintingandcalligraphymaterialsintheTongweiCountyLibraryestablishedbyHangzhouLibrary,
andmeanwhilepublicizeTongweiculturewherelocalpeoplearekeenonpaintingandcalligraphy
art, thedocumentaryfilm“AutumnStory”wasshotin2014incollaborationwiththeHangzhou
LibraryFoundation.ThefilminterviewedTongweiCounty’scalligraphersandpainters,galleries,
andcalligraphyandpaintingtrainingschools,reflectingtheeffortsofTongweiCountyLibraryin
settingupthereadingroomofpaintingandcalligraphymaterials.Duringthefilming,theHangzhou
LibraryDirectorChuShuqing,DeputyDirectorLiangLiang,andhispartycametoTongwei, to
participateinthefilm’sshooting.

Holding “Tongwei Impression—Tongwei Farmers Painting 
and Calligraphy Art exhibition in Hangzhou”
InordertofullyreflecttheeffectofTongweiLibrary’scalligraphyandpaintingartreadingroom
forimprovingtheartisticlevelofTongweicalligraphyandpaintingenthusiasts,onJune2,2015,
theTongweiCountyLibrary andHangzhouLibraryFoundation jointlyorganized the “Tongwei
impression—TongweifarmerspaintingandcalligraphyartexhibitioninHangzhou.”Atotalof356
Tongweifarmers’paintingsandcalligraphyworks,andfolkartworkswereexhibited.Thedifferences
betweenthisexhibitionandthepreviouspaintingandcalligraphyexhibitionswerethateightinheritors
offolkart,suchasTongweiwheatstrawstickerspainting,Tongweipyrography,Tongweipapercutting,

Figure 3. “Autumn Story” shooting scene
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andTongweispringleaveswereinvitedtoshowtheartisticcreationprocessattheopeningceremony
oftheexhibition.Thisaddedanewaspectofthepaintingandcalligraphyexhibition.Thisexhibition
hasarousedgreatattentioninthelocalcommunity,andHangzhou.com.cnreportedtheexhibition
withanewstitleof“Wheatstrawstickers,papercutting,pyrography,andshadowplay—Tongwei
farmers’paintingandcalligraphyexhibitioninHangzhou,”whileHangzhou Daily’sreportwastitled
“Howisthecountylikewhereyouwalkafewstepsandmeetartists.”Meanwhile,TongweiCounty
LibraryeditedandprintedTongwei Farmers’ Painting and Calligraphy Art Exhibition in Hangzhou.

Implications of the Social Cooperative Practice of Tongwei County Library
ThroughoutthehistoryofChineselibraries’cooperationwithothers,therehavebeenveryfewbest
practiceexamplessofar.TheimplicationsofTongweiCountyLibrary’ssocialcooperationpractice
weresummarizedasfollows.

Sustainability is the Basis for the Success of Library Social Cooperation
Socialcooperationoflibrariesdoesnotmeansimplydonatingbooksandequipment,andtheprocess
is somewhat complicated. Sustainability is the basis for the success of public libraries’ social
cooperation,sothelong-termcooperationplanningisnecessary,andacleargoalshouldbesetfor
thecooperationaswell.Forexample,theEvergreenEducationFoundationhasdefineditsveryclear
goalinitsprincipleof“sustainability”,whichis:“Throughtheconstructionofmodernlibraries,
weeffectivelyenhance the information literacyofpeople inunderdevelopedareas,and tospeed
uptheregionaleducational,social,economic,andculturaldevelopment.”TheHangzhouLibrary
Foundation’sgoalis“tobuildareadingroomwhichhasthelargestcollectionofcalligraphyand
paintingmaterialsamongallcounty-levelpubliclibrariesinChinathroughlong-termcooperation.”
Ithasachievedsuccessaftercooperationofuptotenyears.

Figure 4. “Autumn Story” shooting scene
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Figure 5. “Tong Wei Impression - Tong Wei Peasant Calligraphy and Painting Hangzhou Exhibition”

Figure 6. “Tong Wei Impression - Tong Wei Peasant Calligraphy and Painting Hangzhou Exhibition”
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The Construction of Service Capacity is the Key 
to the Success of Social Cooperation
Serviceisthebasicpurposeandthecorevaluesofthepubliclibraries.Theultimategoalofpublic
librariesistocontributetotheimprovementoflocalpeople’slivesandproductionoflocalindustries.
Therefore,theconstructionofservicecapacityisveryimportant.ThereisaChinesesayingthatitis
bettertoteachonehowtofishratherthanjustgivingoneafish.TheEvergreenEducationFoundation
attachesimportancetotheconstructionofservicecapabilities.Startingfromthebeginningofthe
launchofitsprojectsinChina,itpaidattentiontotheimprovementoftheservicecapacityofits
partnerlibrariesbymeansofholdinginternationalacademicconferences,conductingtraining,and
usingdifferentprojectimplementationways.

Library’s Active Participation and Cooperation is the 
Guarantee of Social Cooperation Success
Apubliclibraryshouldactivelyseekforitspartnersforsocialcooperation,andwhencooperation
starts,thelibraryshouldalsotaketheinitiativetoexploretheeffectivemodeofinvolvementinsocial
cooperation.Thisisdoneinordertomakefulluseofsocialcooperationtopromotetheconstruction
anddevelopmentofthelocalgrassrootslibraries,andseekforthebesteffectofsocialcooperation.
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eNdNoTeS

1 Redtourismreferstotourismfeaturingvisitstohistoricalsiteswitharevolutionarylegacy.
2 Makerspacesarecollaborativespaceswherepeoplegathertoshareresourcesandknowledgetobuild

thingswithtools.
3  Wenfangsibao refers to the four treasures of the study, which are the writing tools with Chinese

characteristics,namelythewritingbrush,inkstick,paper,andinkslab.
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